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FUNCTIONS  

 Develop regulatory practices and systems that strive for best practice and 

contribute to the provision of safe and effective healthcare by the healthcare 

professionals. 

 

 Develop tools to achieve an excellent outcome-oriented healthcare professional 

education system recognised globally. 

 

 Guarantee standards by transparent accreditation of study courses in Sri Lanka 

and overseas. 

 Maintain discipline of healthcare personnel. 

 

 Give fair hearings opportunities in all disciplinary inquiries maintaining principles 

of natural justice. 

 

 Registration and certification of healthcare professionals and assess, validate, and 

verify competencies of healthcare professionals. 

 Collect, manage, and disseminate information. 

 Respond to the needs of healthcare professionals and stakeholders. 

 Act to protect the rights and safety of citizens who use healthcare facilities. 

 Maintain a paperless, environment friendly, and efficient administration. 

ABOUT THE COUNCIL 

The SRI LANKA MEDICAL COUNCIL (SLMC) is a statutory body established for the 

purpose of protecting healthcare seekers by ensuring the maintenance of academic and 

professional standards, discipline, and ethical practice by health professionals who are 

registered with it. 

 

The SLMC derives its statutory powers from the Medical Ordinance No. 26 of 1927 

and its subsequent amendments and the regulations gazetted under the Ordinance. 

VISION 

To ensure, that patients are treated and cared for by competent, humane, ethical, and 

safe healthcare professionals. 

 

MISSION 

To protect, promote, and maintain the health and safety of the public by setting, 

maintaining, and raising standards of education and practice of healthcare across the 

country. 
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ABOUT THE REPORT 

We are pleased to present the first Integrated Annual Report of the Sri Lanka Medical Council 

prepared in accordance with the International Integrated Reporting (IR) Framework which sets 

the performance for the financial year ending 31 December 2021. We have chosen to adopt 

the International IR Framework published in December 2013.  

 

The report is designed to share the value creation story to our stakeholders, providing insight 

into the integrated thinking that drives SLMC forward, encompassing our strategic priorities, 

performance, governance, and prospects in the context of our local and global environment. 

 

FRAMEWORKS APPLIED 

The following frameworks have been applied in preparing this report. 
 

 

STATUTORY 

FRAMEWORK 

 

 

Medical Ordinance No. 26 of 1927 as amended 

and the regulations gazette under the ordinance. 

 

 

VOLUNTARY 

FRAMEWORK 

 

Integrated Reporting Framework issued by the 

International Integrated Reporting Council (IIRC). 

 

ASSURANCE 

 

The Independent Auditor’s Opinion on the 

Financial Statements is available in the 

Independent Auditors’ Report on page 47. 

SCOPE & BOUNDARIES 

This Annual Report presents financial and non-financial information relating to the Sri 

Lanka Medical Council (SLMC) and its Units. This information is available on page 09-10. 

 

FEEDBACK & INQUIRIES 

Questions and inquiries on this Annual Report 2021 and information presented therein are to 

be directed to: 

The Registrar, 

Sri Lanka Medical Council. 

31, Norris Canal Road, Colombo 10, Sri Lanka. 

Tel: +94 11 2691848 Hotline: 0717412222 

Fax: +94 11 2674787 

Email: registrar@slmc.gov.lk 

mailto:registrar@slmc.gov.lk
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CHAIR’S FOREWORD 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am pleased to provide this message to the Annual Report of the Sri Lanka Medical Council 

for the year 2021 at the conclusion of my first year as President. It is noteworthy that this is the 

first annual report of the Council after the year 2011. 

 

The unsettled environment in the field of medical education over the preceding five years 

and the COVID-19 pandemic had had a profound effect on the functioning of the Council. The 

Council took cognisance of this and decided to take steps to address the most pressing issues. 

The year 2021, therefore, marked the beginning of a period of reform in the way the Council 

conducted its affairs. The Committees of the Council were reactivated and they started meeting 

regularly. The Standard Operating Procedures of the Council were revised. The website of the 

Council was revamped to make it more user friendly. The foreign degree approval procedures 

were streamlined and made more efficient in keeping with the Minimum Standards in 

Medical Education Regulations that came into effect on 10 April 2021. The conduct of the 

Examinations to Practice Medicine and Dentistry in Sri Lanka that were held up were restarted 

and the foundation was laid to hold the exams twice a year. The conduct of the disciplinary 

inquiries that had been severely delayed were restarted. 

 

The Council also faced several challenges. The election of members to the Council had several 

setbacks due to legal action. As a result while the election of specialist practitioners was concluded, 

the other elections were delayed pending gazetting of the election regulations of the 

Council. The COVID-19 pandemic severely affected medical education. While the Sri Lankan 

medical schools quickly adapted to the situation and commenced onsite hands-on hospital 

based clinical training, many medical students in foreign medical schools were unable to return 

back to those countries to continue their clinical training. The Council took steps to inform 

students that onsite hands-on hospital based clinical training was mandatory for their degree 

recognition. The vast majority of students heeded the Council’s advice. Those who did not and 

obtained degrees without completing the mandatory hands-on hospital based clinical training 

were denied degree approval. This matter remained unresolved at the end of 2021. It would 

be an ongoing challenge for the Council in 2022. The Council also had to face the challenge 

of conducting the onsite Oath’s ceremony for the practitioners who received full registration 

in view of the restrictions on public gatherings. This was overcome by conducting the ceremony 

online. 

 

The year 2021 was also a year when the Council took steps to look at the future. The Council 

took steps to initiate the process of reforming the Examination to Practice Medicine in Sri 

Lanka in keeping with other international licentiate examinations. The Council also initiated a 

process of giving further legal effect to its activities by drafting new regulations. The Council 

took steps to commence a process of reforming the organisational structure and human 

recourses requirements and practices by awarding a consultancy to Ernst and Young. 

The Council also strengthened its financial and administrative practices by establishing the 
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necessary oversight committees. The most important step however was the establishment of 

the Accreditation Unit of the Council with the aim of the Unit functioning as an independent 

organisation accredited by the World Federation of Medical Education so that it could accredit 

medical schools on behalf of the Council to make such medical schools, especially the Sri Lankan 

medical faculties, recognised around the world. 

 

It would be evident from the foregoing that the year 2021 was a very busy year for the Council. 

The outcome of that was that the Council ended the year as a strong and vibrant organisation 

that is more geared to regulate the education and practice of practitioners under its purview. 

 

I wish to thank the Registrar, Assistant Registrar, the Council Members and other officials of 

the Council for their hard work and dedication that made it possible to undertake all these 

activities. 

 

The Council is well aware of its duty to the general public to ensure that they receive care in a 

safe environment from competent practitioners. We are confident that the above-mentioned 

reforms that we have undertaken in the Council would make it possible for us to play that role 

more effectively in the years to come. 

 
Vidya Jyothi Professor Vajira H. W. Dissanayake 

President 
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REGISTRAR’S FOREWORD 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I would like to begin by thanking the Sri Lanka Medical Council for being responsive to 

circumstances imposed by the COVID-19 pandemic and initiating reforms in the SLMC 

secretariat. In the year 2020, COVID-19 posed challenges that nobody would have 

predicted. However, the SLMC administration responded to the COVID situation by 

implementing a work-from-home programme and providing dedicated safe transport facilities 

to the staff to maintain uninterrupted services. 

 

Amidst COVID obstacles, 2021 was a landmark year for the SLMC in terms of positive 

developments. Appointing a new President, initiating a paperless green office concept, and 

establishing new administrative units are a few to be mentioned. 

 

The SLMC was working towards achieving recognition for its accreditation programme 

from the World Federation of Medical Education (WFME) and established the Accreditation 

Unit. The SLMC administration complimented the Accreditation Unit by providing a 

refurbished property located at Hedges Court Avenue in Colombo 10 with the necessary staff. 

 

The SLMC has taken steps to renovate the secretariat by introducing various digital features to 

enhance the speed and effectiveness of the administration. Initiating procurement of a digital 

archiving system, Electronic Office Management system, and renovating the website were steps 

taken to establish a paperless green office concept that would be in operation by the end of 

2022. 

 

The SLMC secretariat has streamlined the office procedures and protocols for registering 

professionals, recognising foreign medical degree programmes, holding licensing 

examinations at regular intervals, and conducting disciplinary inquiries to maintain the 

discipline of the professionals. The SLMC continues to be in excellent financial health, meeting 

projected financial targets. 

 

Drawing on our experience of 96 years and a strong foundation, I look forward to a successful 

2022 as we continue to grow in delivering services to the Sri Lankan public and healthcare 

professionals registered with the SLMC. 

 

 

Dr. Ananda Hapugoda 

Registrar 
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GOVERNANCE 

Role of the Council 

 Maintenance of standards and discipline of registrants. 

 Change of information of the registrants, such as names, addresses, NIC numbers, etc. 

  Entering of additional qualifications in the relevant registries. 

 Issuing certified extracts from the relevant registries. 

 Renewal and restoration of names in the registries. 

 Recognition of government hospitals for internship. 

 Verifications of registration of the registrants. 

 Registration of specialists in the specialist register. 

 Issue of certificates of registration. 

 Replying to inquiries regarding registrations. 

 Issue of certificates of good standing to the registrants. 

 Issue of identity cards to registrants. 

 Registration of apprentice pharmacists and issue of indenture. 

  Approval of degrees of the foreign graduates (Medical and Dental). 

 Conduct of ERPM/ERPDS examinations for medical and dental graduates who qualified 

abroad. 

 Inquire into disciplinary complaints. 

 

 Recognition of foreign medical and dental schools and maintaining registry of such 

approved schools. 

 Certification of documents approved by the Council. 

 

Constitution and Duties of the Council 

Part III of the Medical Ordinance defines the constitution and duties of the SLMC as 

summarised below: 

 

1. The Medical Council shall be a body incorporated by the name and style of the 

“Sri Lanka Medical Council” having perpetual succession and a common seal with 

power to sue and to be sued in such name and to acquire and hold property movable 

and immovable and shall consist of members appointed by the Minister of Health, Ex-Officio 

members, nominated members by the Universities established under the Universities Act, 
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elected members from among the medical practitioners, dentists, persons entitled to 

practice medicine, specialist medical practitioners, and specialist dentists. The Minister 

appoints the President, and the Vice President is elected from the members of the Council. 

2. The duties of the Medical Council: 

 

 Maintain the standards of professions registered with the Council (Minimum Standards 

Regulations); 

 

 Maintain the discipline of the practitioners (Disciplinary Procedure Regulations), and 

maintenance of registries. 

 

3. The Medical Council shall appoint a registrar, who shall act as secretary of the Medical 

Council and also as treasurer unless the Medical Council shall appoint another person 

as treasurer and may appoint an assistant registrar who shall assist the registrar in the 

performance of his duties under this Ordinance. 

4. Regulations may be made by the Council for all or any of the following purposes. 

a. The election of members to the Medical Council and of the Vice President. 

b. The procedure at meetings of the Medical Council, including the quorum. 

c. The appointment, suspension, removal, duties, and remuneration of officers and 

servants of the Medical Council. 

 

d. The keeping of the accounts of the receipts and expenses in carrying out the 

provisions of this Ordinance, and the auditing of such accounts. 

 

e. The maintenance of minimum standards of medical education, including standards 

relating to courses of study, examinations, staff, equipment, accommodation, training 

and other facilities at the universities and other institutions which grant or confer any 

qualification which entitles a person to obtain registration under this Ordinance. 

 

f. The maintenance of minimum standards of postgraduate medical education at 

universities and other institutions. 

5. The Council conducts its affairs, discusses matters, and takes decisions through monthly 

Council meetings and establishes various committees and panels. 

6. The Council has established separate independent Units. 

 Examinations Unit to conduct licensing examinations 

 Accreditation Unit to accredit degree programs 

 Legal Unit to address litigations and assist disciplinary procedures 

 Foreign Degrees Unit to recognise foreign degree programs 
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7. The Council provides multiple services to the registrants and the public. 

 Registration of practitioners, renewal of registrations at fixed intervals 

 

 Issuing Good Standing Certificates and verification of registration service 

 Issuing copies of certificates 

 Verifying the registrations of the practitioners 

Members of the Council 

The Sri Lanka Medical Council as presently constituted has representation from medical 

faculties of the state universities as well as from professionals in the state and private sectors 

elected by medical and dental professionals and appointed by the Minister of Health. 

 

 President  

Prof. Vajira H.W. Dissanayake  

From 27.11.2020 

 

 Vice President 

Dr. Suresh Shanmuganathan 

From 29.12.2017 

 

Members 

 
 Dr. Asela Gunawardane 

Director General of Health Services, Ministry of Health [Ex-Officio] 

 
 Prof. Jayantha Jayawardane 

From 27.11.2020 (Sec. 15.1.f) 

 

 Dr. Vajira Senaratne 

From 27.11.2020 (Sec. 15.1.f) 

 
 Dr. N.N.A.P. Bandula Chandranath Wijesiriwardane 

From 27.11.2020 (Sec. 15.1.f) 

 

 Dr. Dilrukshi Upamali Ruberu 

From 27.11.2020 (Sec. 15.1.f) 

 

 Dr. P.S.M. Anuruddha B. Padeniya 

From 26.01.2018 (Sec. 12.1.c) 
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 Dr. H. Naveen De Soysa 

From 26.01.2018 (Sec. 12.1.c) 

 
 Dr. H. Nalin P. Herath 

From 26.01.2018 (Sec. 12.1.c) 

 
 Prof. Surangee G. Yasawardene 

From 01.01.2017 (Dean, Faculty of Medical Sciences, 

University of Sri Jayewardenepura) 

 

 Dr. Subramaniam Raviraj 

From 01.11.2017 to 29.10.2021 

(Dean, Faculty of Medicine, University of Jaffna) 

 

 Prof. R. Surenthikumaran 

From 29.10.2021 (Dean, Faculty of Medicine, University of Jaffna) 

 
 Dr. Angela N. Arulpragasam Anthony 

From 07.02.2019 (Dean, Faculty of Healthcare Sciences, Eastern 

University of Sri Lanka) 

 

 Prof. Vasantha Devasiri 

From 08.01.2020 (Dean, Faculty of Medicine, University of Ruhuna) 

 
 Prof. Anuja Premawardhane 

From 01.08.2020 to 30.11.2021 (Dean, Faculty of Medicine, University of Kelaniya) 

 
 Prof. S. Janaki D.S. Hewavisenthi 

From 01.12.2021 (Dean, Faculty of Medicine, University of Kelaniya) 

 
 Prof. Asiri Abeyagunawardena 

From 13.09.2018 - 13.10.2021 (Dean, Faculty of Medicine, 

University of Peradeniya) 

 
 Prof. Vasanthi Pinto 

From 13.10.2021 (Dean, Faculty of Medicine, University of Peradeniya) 

 
 Dr. Senaka Devendra Pilapitiya 

From 20.08.2020 (Dean, Faculty of Medicine, University of Rajarata) 

 
 Prof. P.A.R.F. Ranil Fernando 

From 05.01.2021 (Dean, Faculty of Medicine, University of Moratuwa) 
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 Dr. P.G.C. Sanjeewa Bowatte 

From 28.01.2021 (Dean, Faculty of Medicine, Wayamba University of Sri Lanka) 

 
 Dr. Vajira Jayasinghe 

From 10.08.2018 to10.08.2021 (Dean, Faculty of Dental Science, 

University of Peradeniya) 

 

 Prof. A. Manjula Attygalla  

From 10.08.2021 (Dean, Faculty of Dental Science, University of Peradeniya) 

 

 Prof. Mandika Wijayaratne 

From 12.01.2021 (Nominee of the Faculty of Medicine, University of Colombo) 

 
 Dr. Udayangani Ramadasa 

From 30.12.2020 (Nominee of the Faculty of Medicine, Sabaragamuwa University of Sri 

Lanka) 

 

 Dr. Dhanika S. Samaraweera 

From 29.12.2017 (Sec. 41) 

 

 Dr. P.A. Gamini Navaratne 

From 29.10.2021 (Sec. 39B) 

 

 Prof. Janaka De Silva 

From 29.10.2021(Sec. 39B) 

 

 Dr. M. Duminda Samarasinghe 

                             From 29.10.2021 (Sec. 39B) 
 

 Dr. Sunil R. Wijayasinghe 

From 29.10.2021 (Sec. 39B) 

 

Former Presidents of the SLMC 

Prof. H. De Silva 

(January 2019 - November 2020) 

 

 Prof. C. Goonaratna 

(September 2017 – July 2018) 

 Prof. C. Fonseka 

(January 2012 – June 2017) 

 Prof. L. Mendis 

(June 2009 – June 2011) 
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 Dr. H.H.R. Samarasinghe 

(June 1999 – June 2009) 

 Dr. G.C. Uragoda 

(October 1996 – February 1999) 

 Dr. S.A. Cabraal 

(October 1988 – September 1996) 

 Dr. O.R. Medonza 

(July 1980 – October 1988) 

 

 Dr. S.H.P. Nanayakkara 

(March 1975 – June 1980) 

 Dr. E.M. Wijerama 

(December 1969 – December 1974) 

 Sir N. Attygalle 

(June 1964 – December 1969) 

 

 Dr. W.A. Karunaratne 

(September 1959 – June 1964) 

 Dr. J. Kahawita 

(December 1953 – September 1959) 

 Dr. W.G. Wickramasinghe 

(October 1949 – December 1953) 

 Dr. S.F. Chellappa 

(September 1941 – October 1949) 

 Dr. S.T. Gunasekara 

(March 1937 – September 1941) 

 Dr. R. Briercliffe 

(January 1930 – March 1937) 

 

 Dr. J.O.B. Van Langenberg 

(December 1929 – January 1930) 

 Lt. Col C.D. Myles 

(June 1927 – December 1929) 

 Dr. N.D. Walker 

(June 1925 – December 1926) 
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Former Vice Presidents of the SLMC 

 Prof. N. De Silva 

(April 2016 to August 2020) 

 Dr. L. Ranasinghe 

(August 2014 – March 2016) 

 Dr. A. Hapugoda 

(February 2013 – June 2014) 

 Dr. N. Amarasekera 

(June 2009 – January 2013) 

 

 Dr. A. Samarasekera 

(August 1998 - May 2009) 

 

 Dr. W.S.S. De Alwis 

(July 1992 – July 1998) 

 

 Dr. S.M.G. Wijegoonaratne 

(March 1991 – July 1992) 

 Dr. S.A. Cabraal 

(June 1973 – March 1991) 

 Dr. W.D.L. Fernando 

(March 1970 – June 1973) 

 Dr. E.M. Wijerama 

(June 1964 – December 1969) 

 Sir N. Attygala 

(September 1957 – June 1964) 

 Prof. J.R. Blaze 

(June 1952 – September 1957) 

 Sir N. Attygala 

(March 1952 – May 1952) 

 Dr. F. Gunasekara 

(February 1933 – March 1952) 

 Dr. L. De Zilva 

(June 1925 – February 1933) 
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Former Registrars of the SLMC 

 Dr. C.L.K. Atapattu (Acting) 

(August 2018 to November 2019) 

 

 Dr. S. Terrence G.R. de Silva 

(July 2015 – May 2018) 

 Dr. H.M.S.S.D. Herath (Acting) 

(March 2013 – June 2015) 

 Dr. N.J. Nonis 

(February 2005 – March 2013) 

 

 Prof. P.S.S. Panditharatne 

(September 1994 – February 2005) 

 Prof. H.V.J. Fernando 

(December 1980 – September 1994) 

 Prof. M.A. Paul 

(March 1939 – May 1982) 

 Dr. W.C.O. Hill 

(June 1938 – March 1939) 

 Prof. F.O.B. Ellison 

(June 1925 – June 1938) 

Staff of the SLMC 

  Registrar 

Dr. A. Hapugoda 

 Assistant Registrar 

Ms. P.P.B. Daluwatta 

 Head-Examination 

Prof. H.R. Seneviratne 

 Head-Accreditation 

Dr. B.C.A.W.M.R.P. Abeykoon 

 Legal Officer 

Ms. B. Hettiarachchi 

 Finance and Administrative Officer 

Ms. G.I.T.P. Gammanpila 

 IT Systems Administrator 

Mr. H.M.S.A.B. Herath 
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 Management Assistants 

 Ms. W.R.I. Dissanayake 

 Ms. K.P.C. Gunathilake 

 Ms. M.M. Maddumage 

 Ms. P.W.N.S. Wijedasa 

 Ms. R.A.D. Ranathunga 

 Ms. M. Wijeyanandan 

 Ms. S. Selvaraj 

 Ms. W.V.P. Fernando 

 Ms. T.S. Damayanthi 

 Ms. G.T. Buultjens 

 Ms. K.A.K. Dinushika 

 Ms. H. Manduli 

 Ms. R. Gayathri 

 Ms. K.K.D.G. Kambulumulla 

 Ms. A.U. Nanayakkara 

 Ms. K.N. Pushpakumari 

 Ms. H.K.C. Deshani 

 Ms. K.A.R. Srinika 

 Ms. G.K. Kaushalya 

 Ms. H.P.L.K. Hewapanwilage 

 Ms. C.D. Abeygunawardana 

 Ms. J.A.D.K. Wimansika 

 Ms. R.D.H. Amarasooriya 

 Ms. J. Krishanthini 

 Ms. N.S. Adhikari 

 

 Office Assistants 

 Mr. W.S. Kumara 

 Mr. E.G.C. Wijesinghe 

 Mr. D.A.S. Thilakarathna 

 

Committees of the Council 

Standing Committees of the Council as of 31 December 2021. 

1. Management Committee 

This Committee is responsible to manage day-to-day administrative and financial matters. 

 

 Prof. V.H.W. Dissanayake 

President 

 

 Dr. S. Shanmuganathan 

Vice President 

 

 Dr. A. Hapugoda 

Registrar 
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Prof. H.R. Senevirathne 

Prof. J. Jayawardane 

 Prof. S.G. Yasawardene 

 Dr. P.S.M.A.B. Padeniya 

 Dr. N. De Soysa 

 Dr. D. Samaraweera 

 Dr. N.P. Herath 

 

 Dr. B. Wijesiriwardane 

2. Examinations Committee 

This Committee is responsible to manage all ERPM/ERPDS matters and recommend 

educational reforms to the Council. 

 

 Prof. V.H.W. Dissanayake 

President 

 

 Dr. S. Shanmuganathan 

Vice President 

 

 Dr. A. Hapugoda 

Registrar  

 

 Prof. H.R. Senevirathne 

Head-Examination 

                                    Prof. S.G. Yasawardene 

 Prof. W. Devasiri 

 Prof. V. Pinto 

 Prof. A. Gananthasan 

 Prof. R. Wickramasinghe 

 Prof. I. De Soysa 

 Prof. P. Wickramasinghe 

 Prof. M. Attygalla 

 Dr. V. Jayasinghe 

 Dr. S. Bowatte 

 Dr. U. Ramadasa 
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 Dr. G. Nawarathne (Dental) 

 Dr. H. Atapattu 

 Dr. D. Amarasinghe 

 Dr. N.D.N Asela Mendis 

3. Accreditation Committee 

This Committee is responsible for providing oversight to establish an independent 

Accreditation Unit to accredit Sri Lankan Universities established under the Universities Act, 

No. 16 of 1978 and Sir John Kotelawala University. 

 

 Prof. V.H.W. Dissanayake 

President 

 

 Dr. S. Shanmuganathan 

Vice President 

 

 Dr. A. Hapugoda 

Registrar 

 Dr. P. Abeykoon 

Head-Accreditation Unit 

 Prof. S.G. Yasawardene 

 Prof. J. Jayawardena 

 

 Prof. G. Ponnamperuma 

(co-opted member) 

 

 Dr. P. Siribaddana 

(co-opted member) 

 Dr. P.S.M.A.B. Padeniya 

4. Foreign Degrees Committee 

This committee is responsible to accredit and monitor the recognition of foreign medical/ 

dental degree programmes, observe provisions of the Minimum Standards (Medical 

Education) Regulations, device tools to streamline and effectively recognise, derecognise, 

reject foreign degree programs, and propose degree approvals to the Council. 

 

 Prof. V.H.W. Dissanayake 

President 

 

 Dr. S. Shanmuganathan  

Vice President 

 

 Dr. A. Hapugoda 

Registrar 
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 Prof. J. Jayawardena 

 Prof. S.G. Yasawardene 

 Prof. J. De Silva 

 Prof. M. Attygalla 

 

  Prof. V. Pinto 

 Prof. A. Abeygunawardena 

 Dr. D. Roberu 

 Dr. N. De Soysa 

 Dr. A. Padeniya 

 Dr. V. Senaratne 

 Dr. N. Herath 

 Dr. V. Jayasinghe 

 Dr. G. Navaratne 

5. Preliminary Proceedings Committee (PPC) 

This Committee is responsible to initiate disciplinary procedures and regulations, investigate 

complaints, and determine prima facie cases and refer them to the Professional Conduct 

Committee (PCC). 

 

 Dr. S. Shanmuganathan  

Vice President 

 Prof. J. Jayawardena 

 Prof. J.De Silva 

 Dr. N. De Soysa 

 Dr. D. Samarasinghe 

 Dr. V. Senaratne 

 Dr. H.N.P. Herath 

 Dr. S. De Silva 

 

 

 



ANNUAL REPORT 2021 | SLMC   

 26 

 

6. Professional Conduct Committee (PCC) 

 

                        This Committee is responsible to produce charge sheets against registrants with prima facie cases and  

                        hear cases, make determinations and impose punishments. 

 

 Prof. V.H.W. Dissanayake 

President 

 

 Dr. A. Hapugoda 

Registrar 

 
 Ms. B. Hettiarachchi  

Legal Officer 

 Prof. S.M. Wijeyaratne 

 Prof. R. Fernando 

 Prof. S.J.D.S. Hewavisenthi 

 Prof. S.G. Yasawardene 

 Prof. W. Devasiri 

 Dr. D.S. Samaraweera 

 Dr. P.S.M.A.B. Padeniya 

 Dr. D. Ruberu 

 Dr. S. Raviraj 

 Dr. S. D. Pilapitiya 

7. Internship Committee 

This Committee is responsible to manage and approve internship training institutions and 

supervise and evaluate the internship programmes. 

 

 Prof. V.H.W. Dissanayake 

President 

 

 Dr. S. Shanmuganathan 

Vice President 

 

 Dr. A. Hapugoda 

Registrar 

 Prof. S.G. Yasawardene 

 Prof. J. De Silva 

 Prof. J. Jayawardane 
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 Prof. A.M. Attygalla (Dental) 

 Prof. V. Pinto 

 Dr. P.S.M.A.B. Padeniya 

 Dr. A.N. Arulpragasam 

 Dr. G. Nawarathna (Dental) 

 Dr. U. Ramadasa 

 Dr. A. Karunaratne 

 Dr. J.A.V.P. Jayasinghe 

 Dr. S. Pilapitiya 

08. Additional Qualifications Committee 

This Committee is responsible to streamline, supervise and propose approvals of Additional 

Qualifications (AQ) to the Council and propose tools to effectively approve AQs. 

 

 Prof. V.H.W. Dissanayake 

President 

 

 Dr. S. Shanmuganathan 

Vice President 

 Prof. J. Jayawardane 

 Prof. M. Wijeyaratne 

09. Temporary Registration Committee 

This Committee is responsible to review and approve the applications by practitioners for 

temporary registration to practice in Sri Lanka. 

 

 Prof. V.H.W. Dissanayake 

President 

 

 Dr. S. Shanmuganathan 

Vice President 
 

 Dr. A. Hapugoda 

Registrar 

 

 Prof. S.G. Yasawardene 

 Prof. S. Rajapaksa 

 Prof. M. Wijeratne 
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 Prof. S. Rajapaksa (PGIM) 

 Dr. P.S.M.A.B. Padeniya 

 

10. IT/Web Committee 

This Committee is responsible to manage, device and implement all IT and SLMC web-related 

matters. This Committee continued to aim at achieving a paperless green office environment. 

 

 Prof. V.H.W. Dissanayake 

President 

 

 Dr. A. Hapugoda 

Registrar 

 Prof. R. Fernando 

 Dr. R. Hewapathirana 

 Dr. C. Senanayake 

 Dr. P. Ranatunge 

 Dr. G. Kulathunge 

 Dr. P.S.M.A.B. Padeniya 

 Dr. D. Samarasinghe 

  Mr. A.B. Herath (IT Systems Administrator) 

 Two Members from ICTA 

11. Specialists Committee 

This Committee is responsible to supervise and streamline the Specialist registrations and 

propose Medical Ordinance amendments to activate silent provisions of the Specialist 

Registration Regulations. 

 

 Prof. V.H.W. Dissanayake 

President 

 

  Dr. S. Shanmuganathan 

Vice President  
 

 Dr. A. Hapugoda 

Registrar 

 

 Prof. S.G. Yasawardene 

 Prof. S. Rajapaksa 

 Dr. P.S.M.A.B. Padeniya 
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12. Legislative Committee 

 

This Committee is responsible to study the Medical Ordinance and Regulations and propose 

amendments for drafting the Medical Ordinance or draft a new Medical Act. 

 

 Prof. V.H.W. Dissanayake 

President 

 

 Dr. S. Shanmuganathan 

Vice President 

 

 Dr. A. Hapugoda 

Registrar 

 Prof. J. Jayawardane 

 Prof. R. Fernando 

 Dr. P.S.M.A.B. Padeniya 

 Dr. N. De Soysa 

 Dr. S.R. Wijayasinghe 

13. Buildings Committee 

This Committee is in charge of planning future building needs of the SLMC. 

 

 Prof. V.H.W. Dissanayake 

President 

 

 Dr. S. Shanmuganathan 

Vice President 

 

 Dr. A. Hapugoda 

Registrar 

 Prof. J. Jayawardane 

 Dr. N.N.A.P.B.C. Wijesiriwardena 

14. Procurement Committee 

 

Procurement committee is responsible to follow the National Procurement Guidelines for 

SLMC purchases in order to maximize economy, efficiency, and effectiveness.  

Major Procurement Committee 

 

 Prof. V.H.W. Dissanayake 

Chairperson 

 Dr. B. Wijesiriwardene 

 

 Mr. J.H.S. Srimalka (Ministry representative) 




ANNUAL REPORT 2021 | SLMC   

 30 

 

 Minor Procurement Committee 

 

 Prof. V.H.W. Dissanayake 

Chairperson 

 Dr. S. Shanmuganathan 

 Prof. J. Jayawardane 
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Committee Meetings in 2021 

31 
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APR 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR 2021 

JAN 
 Accreditation Unit of the SLMC was established with the mandate to function as 

an independent accreditation organisation recognised by the World Federation 

of Medical Education to accredit medical schools on behalf of the SLMC. 

 

 Dr. Gamini Nawarathne was elected uncontested to represent Dental Specialists in the 

SLMC. 

 

 The Foreign Degrees Unit was established and a new streamlined process for 

recognition of foreign medical degree programmes was introduced. 

 

 On 26 January 2021, a representative group of Sri Lankan medical students in Chinese 

Universities and their parents met with the President, SLMC to discuss the issues 

created by the closure of the Chinese border to foreign nationals. 

FEB 
 The ceremony to administer the Medical Practitioner’s Oath was conducted as a hybrid 

event on 2 0  February 2021. 

MAR 
 The new SLMC Website was launched. 

 

 The conducting of disciplinary inquires, that had been long delayed, was restarted. 

 

 

 
 The Minimum Standards of Medical Education Regulation No. 01 of 2018, published 

in the Extraordinary Gazette No. 2055/54 of 26 January 2018, approved by the 

Parliament came into effect from 10 April 2021. 

 

 Recognition was granted for Internship Training to Base Hospital, Kamburupitiya. 

 

 The election to elect specialist medical practitioners to the Council was held on 6 

and 7 April 2021 and Prof. Janaka De Silva, Dr. Sunil Wijayasinghe and Dr. Duminda 

Samarasinghe were elected to the Council. 



ANNUAL REPORT 2021 | SLMC  

33 

JUN 
 The holding of the Examination for Registration to Practice Medicine and Dentistry in 

Sri Lanka was streamlined and arrangements made to hold the examination twice a 

year. 

 

A consultancy contract was awarded to Ernst and Young to perform the following for 

the SLMC: 

1. Cadre assessment 

2. Organisation structure review 

3. Review of job description 

4. Propose a Performance management system 
5. Review salary scales. 

JUL 
On 1 July 2021 the SLMC held a Zoom Webinar for foreign medical graduates to 

explain to them the regulatory position of the SLMC with regards to medical training 

during the COVID-19 pandemic. Over 700 participants participated in the webinar. 

The ceremony to administer the Dental Practitioner’s Oath was conducted as a hybrid 
event on 31 July 2021. 

AUG 
 A meeting with the Chinese Ambassador was held on 09 August 2021 with the 

participation of the Minister of Health, Secretary Health, Director General of Health 

Services, and the Chairman, University Grants Commission to impress on the 

Ambassador to request the Chinese government to allow Sri Lankan medical students 

to return to China. 

SEP 
 In response to observed noncompliance with minimum standards of medical education 

regulations by some foreign graduates, the SLMC published notices in national 

newspapers and on the website informing the general public that the SLMC shall accept 

only onsite hands-on hospital based clinical training. 



ANNUAL REPORT 2021 | SLMC   

 34 

OCT 
 The ceremony to administer the Medical Practitioner’s Oath was conducted as a hybrid 

event on 02 October 2021. 

NOV 
 Recognition was granted for Internship Training to Base Hospital, Tellippalai. 

DEC 
 Three members of the Council were appointed to carry out a survey on Fixed Assets 

belongings to SLMC and make recommendations to the Council. Prof. Jayantha 

Jayawardena (Chair) Dr. Sunil Wijayasinghe and Dr. D.S. Samaraweera were the 

members of this board of survey.      
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VALUE CREATION FOR SLMC STAKEHOLDERS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS 

& 

DENTISTS 
 

 
 

PATIENTS MEDICAL /DENTAL 

STUDENTS 

 

This section of the report 

sets out how we 

delivered value to the 

following key 

stakeholders. 

                                STAFF                                                                 
COUNTRY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REGULATORY 

PARTNERS 

PARA MEDICAL 

ASSISTANTS  

& 

   PROFESSIONS 

SUPPLEMENTARY       

   TO MEDICINE 

STRATEGIC PARTNERS 
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PATIENTS 

Maintaining Registers 

The Sri Lanka Medical Council maintains the following registers for the information of patients: 

 Specialist Medical Practitioners (Section 39B) 

 Specialist Dental Practitioners (Section 39B) 

 

 Medical Practitioner (Section 29 and ACT15) 

 Dentists (Section 43) 

 

 Registered Medical Practitioners (Section 41) 

 

 Midwives (Section 51) 

 

 Pharmacists (Section 56) 

 

 Para Medical Assistants (Section 60A) 

o Electrocardiograph Recordists 

o Audiologists 

o Clinical psychologists 

o Speech Therapists 

o Chiropodists   

o Dietitians  

o Ophthalmic Auxiliaries  

o Electroencephalograph Recordists   

o Nutritionists  

o Clinical Phycologists  

 

 Professions Supplementary to Medicine (Section 60F) 

o Radiographers 

o Medical Laboratory Technologists 

o Physiotherapists 

o Occupational Therapists 

 

 Temporary Registrations of Medical Practitioners, Dentists and Nurses (Section 67A) 

 

Verifications 

The Sri Lanka Medical Council provides the following verification services: 

 Verification of medical certificates issued to the Foreign Ministry for foreign employment. 

 Verification of registration of practitioners prior to employment by Healthcare Institutions. 
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Raise Concerns 

The Sri Lanka Medical Council has the power to inquire into complaints made against any 

practitioner registered with the Council. 

 

In making a compliant: 

 The complaint should be made by way of a letter addressed to the President along with an 

affidavit stating facts/matters alleged against the medical practitioner/s. 

 The full name/s of the accused practitioners should be clearly stated in the affidavit. 

 

The full name/s of the complainant/s along with the contact address and the telephone 

numbers should be clearly stated in the covering letter. 

 

Inquiry Procedure at SLMC 

Preliminary Inquiry: 

 This is a fact-finding inquiry conducted by the Preliminary Proceedings Committee (PPC) 

chaired by the Vice President of the Council. The complainant/s and the accused 

practitioners have to appear before the inquiry. They cannot retain legal counsel at this 

inquiry. The findings of this committee will be referred to the President for a 

determination as to whether to proceed with an Inquiry by the Professional Conduct 

committee. 

 

Professional Conduct Inquiry: 

 This is an inquiry conducted by the Professional Conduct Committee (PCC) chaired by 

the President of the Council. The complainant/s and the accused practitioner/s must 

appear before the inquiry. The accused practitioner/s may retain legal counsel at this 

inquiry. The outcome of the inquiry may be exonerate from charges, temporary        

suspension or erasure from the register. 
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MEDICAL/DENTAL PRACTITIONERS 
 

 

 

The Medical/Dental Register 
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Services Offered to Medical Practitioners and Dental Practitioners 

 Specialist registration 

 Register additional qualifications 

 Update details in the register 

 Certificate of extract of registration 

 Renewal of registration 

 Restoration of names in the register 

 Submit letters of request for documents 

 Issuing identity cards 

 Professional guidance 

 Provisional registration 

 Permanent registration 

   Temporary registration (foreign) 

 Issuing internship certificate documents 

 Disciplinary procedures 



 

 

 
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  Guidance, Advice and Ethics to Medical Practitioners 

Medical Oath 

1. Ethical and Professional Misconduct Guidelines 

 

 Guidelines on Ethical Conduct for Medical & Dental Practitioners Registered with the 

Sri Lanka Medical Council 

 

 Sri Lanka Medical Council Instructions on Serious Professional Misconduct to Medical 

Practitioners and Dentists 

 

 Guidelines For Medical Practitioners and Dentists - Medical and Death Certificates 

 

2. Internship Guideline Book 

 

 Guidelines for Internship – Revised in 2013. This can be accessed at  

https://slmc.gov.lk/en/education/internship 

 
3. ERPM Guideline Book 

 

 The guideline for the Examination for Registration to Practice Medicine in Sri Lanka 

(ERPM) includes the Examination Rules compiled by the Education Committee of the 

Council. This revised new format is effective from 1 March 2017 and was updated on 

26 May 2021. This can be viewed at https://slmc.gov.lk/en/examinations/erpm 

 

Medical Education, Training, Monitoring and Quality Assurance at 

SLMC 

1. Minimum Standard Regulations 

The Minimum Standards for Medical Education are stipulated in the gazette notifications 

listed below. 

Extraordinary Gazette No. 2055/54 – FRIDAY, JANUARY 26, 2018 

Extraordinary Gazette No. 2155/15 - THURSDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2019 

Extraordinary Gazette No. 2222/69 - SATURDAY, APRIL 10, 2021 

2. Foreign Degrees Committee (FDC) 

 Refer page 24-25. 



ANNUAL REPORT 2021 | SLMC  

41 

3. Accreditation Unit 

 

The Accreditation Unit (AU) is an independent body with the responsibility of 

developing the policies and procedures for making accreditation decisions in compliance with the 

“Medical (Maintenance of Minimum Standards of Medical Education) Regulations No. 01 of 

2018” to maintain standards of medical schools in Sri Lanka. To facilitate the process and                

ensure quality, the necessary regulations (Gazetted Minimum Standards of Medical 

Education Regulations-2021), application forms and guidelines have been developed. In the 

accreditation process, the AU is concerned with both academic and professional matters. 

 

The AU is presently engaged with the important task of obtaining recognition from the                

World Federation of Medical Education as its recognised agency in Sri Lanka. Such 

recognition will permit the medical practitioners with the MBBS qualification obtained from 

recognised medical faculties of the AU of the SLMC to obtain employment overseas. 

 

4. Preliminary Proceedings Committee (PPC) and Professional Conduct Committee PCC 

 

Refer page 25-26. 
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MEDICAL/DENTAL STUDENTS 

 Foreign Medical/Dental graduates 

 SLMC Approved Foreign Medical graduates in 2021 
 

 

Examination for Registration to Practice Medicine (ERPM)/Examination for 

Registration to Practice Dentistry (ERPDS) 

ERPM/ERPDS is conducted by the SLMC for citizens of Sri Lanka who have obtained their 

Medical/Dental qualification from medical schools overseas. It was previously referred to as 

the Act 16 Examination. The candidates should possess an MBBS or equivalent degree from 

a medical school recognised by the SLMC, to be eligible to sit this examination. Passing the 

ERPM/ERPDS enables them to apply for Provisional Registration with the SLMC. 

289 05 
MEDICAL  DENTAL 

5085 - 5374 189 - 194 
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MIDWIVES, PHARMACISTS, PARAMEDICAL ASSISTANTS, 

AND PROFESSIONS SUPPLEMENTARY TO MEDICINE  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Midwives  

 Pharmacists 

 Para Medical Assistants 

o Electrocardiograph 

Recordists 

o Audiologists 

o Clinical Psychologists 

o Speech Therapists 

o Chiropodists   

o Dietitians  

o Ophthalmic Auxiliaries  

o Electroencephalograph 

Recordists   

o Nutritionists  

 

 Professions Supplementary 

to Medicine 

o Radiographers 

o Medical Laboratory 

Technologists 

o Physiotherapists 

o Occupational Therapists 

 

45 
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CONTACT DETAILS 

The Sri Lanka Medical Council 
31 Norris Canal Rd, 

Colombo 01000 

Phone: +94112 691848, +94112 674787 

Hot Line: 0717412222 

Fax: +94112 674787 

 
Bankers 
Bank of Ceylon 

No: 94, S Mahinda Himi Mawatha, 

Maradana, Colombo 10, Sri Lanka 

Phone: +94112 696 550, +94112 3388741 

Email: boc041@boc.lk 

 

Hatton National Bank No 696, 

Maradana Road, Maradana, 

Colombo 10, Sri Lanka 

Phone: +94112 673371, +94114 641136, +94114 734219 

Email: maradana@hnb.lk 

Auditors 
Ernst & Young 

Chartered Accountants, 201 De Seram Place 

P O Box 101 Colombo 10, Colombo, Sri Lanka 

Phone: +94112 463500 

Email: eysl@lk.ey.com 

67 

mailto:boc041@boc.lk
mailto:maradana@hnb.lk
mailto:eysl@lk.ey.com



